APPENDIX   III
Appendix to Chapter III
FOREIGN ORES (1870-193 /;
ORE PRODUCTION IN THE U.S.A.
In the United States the bulk of the ores came from the Lake
Superior area, which supplied over 84 per cent of the total mined
during the last fifty years of the period studied. Its development \\as
due to the highway provided by the Great Lakes.
This region produces about one-third of the world's output. The
centre of production is in the neighbourhood of the Mesabi range.
The total output up to 1956 was:
Range              When Opened         Million Toth
Marquette                1854                 155 7
Menominee              1877                 ! 52 * 5
Vermiliion               1884                  51-5
Gogebic                   1884                 160*5
Mesabi                    1890                 747-9
Total 1,293*1
The production in Alabama amounted to about 12 per cent of
the total. Sir Lowthian Bell said in 1890 that the Birmingham, Ala-
bama, district would dictate the world price of pig iron- The incor-
rectness of this prophecy indicates the importance of proximity to
markets. The peak of U.S. production is predicted between 1945
and 1950.
In 1928 the United States produced 43 per cent of the world's
pig iron, but she consumed only 36 per cent of the world's iron orr.
This is due to the higher quality of the Lake Superior ores, which
average about 50 per cent of iron against 40 per cent of iron for
the average of the ore used by the remainder of the world. The
United States consumed i -80 to i -85 tons of ore per ton of pig iron
against 2-22 to 2-50 for the rest of the producing countries.
ORE PRODUCTION IN FRANCE
The central region of France produced most of the country's pig
ron up till 1879. The eastern region produced only 3-3 percent in